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ConferenceFest!!! Claudia Paskauskas—GIS Manager
East Central Florida Regional Planning Council

For some reason still to be revealed, many of the Florida conferences
with GIS oriented content fall within the months of September,
October and November. During those months, the Florida GIS
community experiences the priceless opportunity to get together and
network while talking about GIS projects, industry trends, new related
technologies, shortcuts, and others.
The pattern of such clustered
events makes me think of the
origins of the Oktoberfest
festival held annually in
Munich, Germany. One of the
goals of this festival is to allow
local breweries to showcase
their beers after passing a
selection criterion. The idea of
holding conferences and
content oriented meetings
doesn’t differ much from one
of the Oktoberfest goals. The
best industry professionals
present their projects and
findings to other peers. The
group then takes advantage of
the sharing opportunity and ultimately grows together.

like other members of the community. Informal learning serves to
induct members into the culture through means of enculturation”. In
my opinion, the value of networking, sharing best practices, meeting
industry peers and vendors plus gaining information and tools that can
be taken back to the office can enhance creativity, motivation, work
performance and final product quality.
With technology changing so fast, it is important to keep your skillsets
sharp. This CFGIS newsletter provides information about new GIS
industry trends, locally held
events and many other GIS
opportunities to benefit your
GIS professional pathway.
Hopefully you are taking
advantage of one of these
events. If you can’t get involved
to conferences and workshops
because of funding constraints,
it is not all lost! Some of the
events that are happening in
central Florida during these
three months are free of charge.
As an example, the next CFGIS
users group meeting that is
scheduled for October 28th is
free to all attendees. The
meeting will offer a variety of
presentation topics along with great networking opportunity. Visit the
CFGIS home page to learn more and to pre-register for the event.

Why should we attend these events? Conferences, users groups and
We hope you can take advantage of one of these upcoming events and
workshops are perceived by educators as informal learning
opportunities. Informal events are important to the extent of delivering join the Central Florida GIS community at the next CFGIS users
group.
practitioners the “opportunity to perform, act and or behave in ways
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What’s New
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the
Central Florida GIS Community.

ArcGIS for Home Use
Contributor Marshall Flynn has informed us that ESRI has release the ArcGIS for
Home Use license. This is ideal for existing ArcGIS users who want the same
powerful software at home for noncommercial, personal use. The annual term
license includes the following:
 ArcView
 ArcGIS 3D Analyst
 ArcGIS Geostatistical Analyst
 ArcGIS Network Analyst
 ArcGIS Publisher
 ArcGIS Schematics
 ArcGIS Spatial Analyst
 ArcGIS Tracking Analyst
Visit ESRI for more information!

Regional Demographic Tools Released
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council is
proud to announce the release of the Demographics
tools including: Fast Facts, Profile Warehouse, Regional
Demographic Atlas, and Data Warehouse. This toolset is
designed to emphasize demographics throughout the six
county ECFRPC region; including local, county, and
regional datasets from both the 2000 and 2010 U.S.
Census updates. Several tools have been incorporated to
aid in basic analysis, such as querying capabilities, and
provide a level of depth to the interactive mapping
process. See the new tools here!

FDOT’s New Web-Based TransMap Tool
FDOT’s District Five Modal Planning Office has released a webbased version of their interactive GIS TransMap tool. This new
version offers easier access to the most current data, eliminates
tool maintenance needs on the user end, and eliminates the need
to install any new software for users. In addition to webdeployment, the tool has been updated with most current transit
routes and stops. New layers were added at the request of several
partners. These include adopted and tentative Work Program, rail
road crossings, storm water ponds, and bike-ped gaps.

Newly Released Data
These newly released datasets are all
available for download
Future Land Use 2011 Q2: has been
released for the following counties.
Brevard, Lake, Orange, Osceola,
Seminole, Volusia, Flagler, Sumter
and Marion
2010 American Community Survey
(ACS) 1-Year Estimates released by
the U.S. Census Bureau covering:
educational attainment, income,
health insurance coverage,
occupation, language spoken at
home, nativity, ancestry, and
selected monthly homeowner
costs. Download through Census
Bureau’s FTP site.

Since January 1st of 2011, CFGIS has had
visitors from 36 different countries with
an average of over 1,000 visits per month!

Florida Aerial Imagery Business Plan
The State of Florida is developing a Business Plan to support the creation,
maintenance, and distribution of terrestrial aerial imagery. A goal of this
Plan is to identify the needs of all types of users of aerial imagery and to
structure a cooperative method for meeting those needs that represents
the most effective use of taxpayer resources possible. Development of the
Plan is funded in part through a Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
Cooperative Agreement (CAP) grant. For more information click here.

Coincidentally… In Denmark, people eat
about 36 pounds of candy a year. The highest
consumption of candy of any country!

FLURISA Elects New Board
FLURISA is reaching out to the GIS Community with a
new marketing strategy and some exciting free
upcoming events for FLURISA Members only! If you
are not a member, now is the time to join! FLURISA is
waiving membership fees for this year! Join Today!
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"One thousand" is the lowest positive
integer in which the letter A appears in
the American English spelling.
WWW.ECFRPC.ORG

CFGIS Featured Article

A Guide to Mobility in
Government

Ugg draws first map of the
world using vectors

Written By the Center for Digital Government in
conjunction with Public CIO Magazine
This Special Report explores the trend of mobility in
government by identifying the enabling technologies and
tools; and providing examples of the ways in which mobility
is impacting all aspects of government service.
Learn about the technology behind the government’s
Mobility Movement; such as the use of mobile devices,
advanced data collection techniques, infrastructure
networks, the cloud, social media, policies, and others.
And, discover the challenges faced including threats and privacy issues related to this
movement.

Roger Tomlinson, the widely
acknowledged “Father of GIS”
coins the term Geographic
Information
1969 - Environmental Systems
Research Institute (Esri) is
founded by Jack Dangermond

The report highlights real-life examples around the country of states, counties, cities and
agencies that are leveraging mobility to improve operations – and ultimately public service – in
public safety, emergency management, health care, social services, utilities, and more!

Esri releases ARC/INFO, the
first commercial GIS software
package

Click Here to Download and Read the Full Report

GRASS GIS was introduced in
1982 by the US Army Corps of
Engineering Research Lab
ESRI introduces the first
GUI-based GIS software

What We’re Reading

ESRI Releases ArcGIS 10!

It’s Conference Time Again!

Good News Everyone!
Professor Farnsworth creates
vector-drawing robot.

It seems that this time of year all of our regional
workshops and conferences kick into gear giving GIS
professionals the opportunity to show all of the great
projects and techniques they have worked on over the
past year and bring everyone together to create those
highly valuable networking opportunities.

Did you know that since January
2011 CFGIS has been viewed from the
following countries:

The 5th Annual CFGIS workshop was held in Daytona
Beach, FL from Septempber 17th to 20th. It was well
attended and gave GIS users the opportunity to learn
ESRI©
new skills, learn from their peers, and enhance their
network of GIS professionals. This was the first of many workshops and conferences that will be
coming to Florida this year. Presentations from the CFGIS Workshop will be available soon on
the workshop's website. Click here to see the full article of the CFGIS Blog.

Gadgets vs. Networks
By Andy Opsahl, Public CIO
With dazzling gadgets like iPads and Androids flooding the
market, people who weren’t techies before are becoming
geekier by the year. And CIOs get it. They know that a
growing percentage of the government work force is
conducting business on personal mobile devices.
As these user-friendly devices become intertwined with the
average person’s daily habits — both business and personal
— public CIOs are responding with formal policies. But not all agencies agree on whether to
embrace or discourage the use of personal devices at work. Read the full article.

Volume 3, Oct. 2011

WWW.CFGIS.ORG

Follow CFGIS on Social Media

1. Argentina
2. Australia
3. Bolivia
4. Brazil
5. Canada
6. China
7. Czech Republic
8. Dominica
9. Egypt
10. Finland
11. France
12. Germany
13. India
14. Iran
15. Israel
16. Italy
17. Mexico
18. Netherlands
19. Oman

20. Pakistan
21. Philippines
22. Poland
23. Puerto Rico
24. Qatar
25. Romania
26. Russia
27. Saudi Arabia
28. Serbia
29. Singapore
30. South Korea
31. Spain
32. Switzerland
33. United Arab
Emirates
34. United Kingdom
35. United States
36. Vietnam
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What We’re Reading

How QR Codes Can Grow Your Business

By Jeff Korhan, Social Media Examiner
Quick Response codes (QR codes) and other two-dimensional codes are expected to
achieve widespread use this year – and for good reason. Consumers want immediate
access to what’s relevant and QR codes are being used to make that possible.…
Click Here to View Full Story Generate Your QR Code Here Can you guess where this goes?

Securing Data in the Cloud

By Brian Heaton, Government Technology Magazine
When part of Amazon’s Elastic Compute Cloud (EC2) crashed on April 21, government
agencies in the midst of moving to the cloud received a grim reminder of the need to
secure critical databases and files. Although cloud technology is new to many, experts say
the concepts behind disaster recovery and prevention remain essentially unchanged.
Click Here to View Full Story

Social Media Vs. Free Speech

By Brian Heaton, Public CIO
Technology outpacing the policy that governs it isn’t a new phenomenon. But as
officials in Kent County, Del., are discovering, keeping up with the times in
regard to social media can raise some serious questions and public outcry about
public employees’ right to free speech. Click Here to View Full Story

CFGIS July Users Group Statistics

By CFGIS Team
Nearly 100 attendees from over 10 counties joined CFGIS for the July users group. The users group featured a wide
variety of presenters. Attendees learned about how the City of Orlando and Orange County use GIS for their
emergency management systems, the Florida Department of Transportation
demonstrated their vision for using GIS, Orange County showed the changes,
impacts, and challenges of redistricting and elections involving the use of GIS,
and a representative from Orange County gave a presentation on the quality
control methods the county applies to GIS. CFGIS continued with another high
energy Ignite session featuring two brave presenters. Closing out another
successful user group was the GIS Team at the East Central Florida Regional
Planning Council demonstrating the newly released East Central Florida Regional
Atlas. Remember to mark your calendars for the next CFGIS Users Group,
October 28th, 2011. We hope to see you there!!!

2. Until I am
measured,
I am not
known.
Yet how
you miss
me,
When I have
flown!

What am I?

When future historians look back on 2011, they’ll certainly
conclude that we were a society obsessed with video games,
minicomputers masquerading as phones and an endless
supply of online distraction. But in a few years, many
technologies developed in service of these functions may be
repurposed in extraordinarily sensible ways.
Motion control, for example, is driving a revolution in video gaming, but may soon help doctors diagnose patients
via video conference. Augmented reality, used on smartphones to track down bars, might soon make police
officers smarter and safer. In two decades, unmanned aerial vehicles plying the skies might be mundane. The
following five emerging technologies are poised to go from amazing to ordinary — and the change will most
certainly benefit us. Click Here to View Article.
Follow CFGIS on Social Media

Remember to visit
www.cfgis.org to access new
datasets, maps, and many
other great documents that
will help you navigate your
way with GIS!!
Answers: 1.) River, 2.) Time,
3.) The Letter “E”

By Chad Vander Veen, Government Technology Magazine
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1. What
can run
but never
walks, has a mouth
but never talks, has
a head but never
weeps, has a bed
but never sleeps?

3. From the
beginning of
eternity
To the end of
time and space
To the beginning
of every end
And the
end of
every
place.

5 Emerging Technologies Soon
to Hit the Government Market
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Sometimes data presents
itself as a riddle. At first
glance data may look
menacing and baffling,
however once it has been
figured out, the data are
so simple… can you
answer these riddles?
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Ask CFGIS
Welcome to the new Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This
section is provided to give the Central Florida GIS community
an opportunity to present questions to CFGIS team and we will
do our best to answer. Remember you can always visit our
LinkedIn page or the CFGIS blog to join or create conversations.
Have a question or topic for CFGIS click here and contact us.
With the theme of this newsletter being ConferenceFest, we wanted to focus on a question
about networking and outreach for organizations and professionals who may not be able to
attend these types of in person events due to budget or time constraints. We chose

“How can GIS professionals build networks and outreach without attending
meetings?”
One of the great advantages available to professionals in this day and age are online resources.
The opportunities to communicate outside of face to face meetings has exponentially grown.
Recognizing this new trend, CFGIS has been working hard to develop and facilitate some of these
networking alternatives.
The CFGIS blog, launched this past January, has provided
the CFGIS team with an opportunity to share videos, links,
and interesting articles with the Central Florida community.
This informal blog has extended our outreach efforts and
allows for followers to see resources and information in a
centralized location.
One of the most influential networking opportunities for CFGIS has been the groups on LinkedIn.
Through this resource we have discussed many different topics including management
techniques, technical questions, and future industry trends just to name of few of the great
community driven conversations that have been discussed on the CFGIS LinkedIn pages.

The Next CFGIS Users Group Meeting
is October 28th, 2011. October 28th
is a big day in history, did you know
that October 28th is also…

President Grover
Cleveland dedicated
the Statue of Liberty at
the New York Harbor
in 1886
The U.S. Congress
passed the
Volstead Act
paving the way for
Prohibition in 1919
Construction of the St.
Louis Arch is completed
in 1965.
Microsoft Founder,
Bill Gates, was born
in 1955
Harvard University was
founded in 1636.
And Most importantly, on October
28th, also known as Frankenstein
Friday, will commemorate the 80th
anniversary of James Whale’s
Frankenstein (1931)

A great advantage to these online resources is
that it allows for professionals to contribute to the
conversation at their own pace. This leads to
better networking opportunities as contributors
are able to share advice and tips across a much
larger geographic scale.
We highly encourage all Central Florida GIS
professionals to join the CFGIS groups on
LinkedIn and start or jump into the conversation.
Click here to join the CFGIS LinkedIn group, we
will see you there!!!

Upcoming Events
Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:








October 6-7
October 19
October 23-26
October 28
November 1-4
November 9-10
June 11-15

South Florida GIS Expo—Palm Beach, FL
URISA Asset Management Online Training Series 1 of 3
FACM Annual Meeting & Workshop—Bonita Springs, FL
CFGIS GIS Day—-Orlando, FL
GIS Pro 2011—Indianapolis, IN
SHRUG Users Group—Tallahassee, FL
URISA Leadership Academy—Savannah, GA

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Check our Blog (cfgis.blogspot.com)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group
The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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