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The GIS industry has always pulled the line of technological
innovation promoting how cutting edge technology can
allow for better and informed decisions and thus positive
changes.

In this CFGIS Newsletter issue we thought that it would be a
good idea to take a road trip outside of our region and
look at what other organizations and GIS professionals are
doing. GIS is being performed at a cutting edge level by
several institutions, delivering powerful data and
information in many different fields. You will read about
GIS applied to emergency responders in the central part
of the United States; A good overview of imagery types
and applications are also shared as well as how GIS
analysis is supporting the concept of community
sustainability.

Change is not always perceived as a good thing, but
when properly managed, it can reach great results!
Times have changed considerably since GIS started being
adopted by government and other entities to support
marketing strategies, decision making and other essential
efforts. The truth is that the way we do business has
changed. The economy has changed. The accessibility of
GIS has changed with the visualization boom brought by
many applications that involve the citizens day to day.
Examples include Google and Bing maps sharing specific
layers of features to the common citizen while GPS units in
cars conveniently guide people back and forth to and
from destinations.

What’s New

We hope that this newsletter gives you a fresh perspective
on new applications of GIS and inspires you to apply GIS in
your own organization and community to improve quality
of life.

What We’re Reading

GISCorps Receives the Presidential Volunteer Service
Award in 2012
E-FLURISA Webinar Series - Free For FLURISA members
URISA Leadership academy
2012 GIS-Pro

Oblique Imagery Offers Powerful Tools for Geospatial
Analysis
Walkability: A Review of Existing Pedestrian Indices
Looking Up for Answers on the Ground

CFGIS Featured Article

Satellite Mapping Pinpoints Penguin Population
560 - A World Map of Heavy Metal Density

How Disaster Ready Are You?

ESRI Helps Central U.S. States Participate in the Nation’s
Largest Emergency Exercise

Ask CFGIS
“What is the easiest way to find the data I want in the
CFGIS Clearinghouse?”
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With so many changes happening and the need to
produce more with less, it just makes sense looking around
and learning from each other’s experiences and
shortcutting pathways to deliver excellence while
performing GIS.

WWW.CFGIS.ORG

Upcoming Events
Free Educational Opportunities Are Coming, Click here
to See Upcoming Events

Follow CFGIS on Social Media

WWW.ECFRPC.ORG

What’s New

The most
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the Central famous former
Florida GIS Community. In this issue, this section is being dedicated to the invaluable contributions to geography
the GIS profession made by GIS Corps, URISA and FLURISA
student is
Prince William
URISA's GISCorps receives the Presidential (the Duke of
Cambridge) of
Volunteer Service Award in 2012
URISA’s GISCorps was recently honored with a 2012 the United
President’s Volunteer Service Award on behalf of the Kingdom who
President of the United States for ‘making a difference studied geography at the University
through volunteer service’. The Award is given to individuals, families, and groups that have of St. Andrews in Scotland; having
demonstrated outstanding volunteer service and civic participation. To learn more about GISCorps switched from studying the history
visit their website here, and for more information about the President’s Volunteer Service Award click of art.
here.
It is claimed that basketball great
Michael Jordan was a geography
E-FLURISA webinar series- Free for FLURISA members!
major in college and that Mother
FLURISA held a three part Asset Management webinar series during the
Theresa taught geography.
last 2 month for its members. The Association is working diligently
towards providing accessibility to educational content, industry
The U.K. claims two additional
representation at the national level and networking opportunities for its
famous geographers - John Patten
members free of charge. A new series of free educational and training
opportunities are to be released soon.
who was a member of Margaret
Thatcher's government as Education
All the FLURISA members will be invited to renew their membership
Minister and Rob Andrew who was
enrollment in the upcoming weeks. The 2012-2013 membership cycle will offer the FLURISA members
an England Rugby Union Player.
more training opportunities free of charge, social and networking events as well as will actively
support the main regional groups such as SHRUG, SF Expo and CFGIS Workshop across the state.
From Chile, former dictator Augusto
Don’t miss these great opportunities and stay tuned for the next FLURISA announcement calling for Pinochet is usually cited as a
the membership re-join! Visit the FLURISA website at www.flurisa.org!
geographer; he wrote some five
books on geopolitics, geography, and
URISA Leadership Academy will be held in the
military history while associated
Southeast - Savannah, GA, June 11 -15, 2012
with Chile's Military School.
On June 11-15 the URISA Leadership Academy will be held in
Savannah, GA. The URISA leadership Academy (ULA) is an entire
five day program, the only leadership training program of its type,
is tailored to industry leaders and practitioners faced with unique
challenges of GIS leadership and management and who want to
make an impact leveraging the power of GIS. The call for papers
Eratosthenes of Cyrene (276 BC– 195
will open in early January.
BC) was a Greek
mathematician, poet, athlete, geogra
Click here to learn more.
pher, astronomer, and music
2012 GIS-Pro - Celebrating the URISA’s 50th conference
theorist. He was the first person to
URISA emanated from conferences held from 1963 through 1966. These events were known as the
use the word "geography" and
Annual Conference of Urban planning Information Systems and Programs. URISA was formed in 1966 invented the discipline of geography
and the first URISA conference was held in 1967. This year, URISA is celebrating its 5oth anniversary
as we understand it. He invented a
conference in Portland, Oregon.
system of latitude and longitude. He
was the first person to calculate
An analysis of the GIS industry evolution and impacts during these
the circumference of the earth by
50 years along with an assessment of where the technology is right
using a measuring system using
now as well as future trends will be lead by the many GIS peers
stades, or the length of stadiums
that are already registering for this milestone event. The
during that time period. He was the
discussions will be led and inspired by the three conference
first to calculate the tilt of the Earth's
keynote speakers, Professor Michael Goodchild– University of
axis. He may
California—Santa Barbara, John Sanderson– Microsoft Cloud
also have
Evangelist, and Jack Dangermond - ESRI founder and president.
accurately
Don’t miss this historical and invaluable event. Registrations are
calculated
already open! www.urisa.org/gispro2012
the distance
If you want GIS news from your organization to be published in the What’s New session of the CFGIS from the earth
to the sun.
Newsletter, send us an email: cfgis@cfgis.org.
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CFGIS Featured Article

How Disaster Ready Are
You?
By Russ Johnson Earth Imaging Journal, March
April 2012

Our last CFGIS Users
Group Meeting held in
March had 76 attendees

On the morning of May 20, 2011, hundreds of
emergency responders across the central United coincidentally the number 76 is also:
States got the alert: A devastating earthquake along
The number of trombonists
the New Madrid fault line had just occurred.
leading the parade in
Emergency agencies went into full deployment.
"Seventy-Six Trombones,"
Evacuations began. Damage assessments were
from Meredith Wilson's
initiated. First aid stations were set up. Security support was deployed. One important fact
musical The Music Man
distinguished this emergency: There wasn’t an actual earthquake. It was a drill.
Eight states, along with federal and local government agencies, volunteer organizations and the
private sector, participated in the 2011 National Level Exercise (NLE). The NLE drill helped assess
organizations’ preparedness and how they would react to a mock 7.7-magnitude quake that
struck along the New Madrid Seismic Zone.

76 is also the name of:
a basketball team, a highway and a gas
station

A key element in the exercise was GIS technology. From rapidly understanding what’s happening
on the ground to cohesively orchestrating the movement of thousands of people, Esri GIS
technology provided an integration platform that fused basemaps and imagery with live data
feeds. Read more here

What We’re Reading

Oblique Imagery Offers Powerful Tools for
Geospatial Analysis
By Art Kalinski, GISP
1. While you're cruising
the Caribbean, you might
enjoy a visit to this tiny
island nation, home of two
Nobel Laureates - Arthur
Lewis (Economics, 1979)
and Derek Walcott
(Literature, 1992)

The “straight-down” view of orthoimagery and perfectly
square or rectangular footprints were much easier to assemble into a mosaic. Geographic
information system (GIS) technology only reinforced this ortho-centric approach because most
GIS software is designed to work with rectilinear view data and imagery. However, it took highly
trained photogrammetrists to decipher the orthoimagery and a long time for the information to
get into the field. So for decades we’ve been stuck in this ortho world. Read more here

Walkability: A review of Existing Pedestrian
Indices
By Praveen K. Maghelal and Cara Jean Capp
Abstract: Several indices have been developed in the past two decades that quantify and
evaluate the walkability and bikeability of communities. This study reviewed 25 pedestrian
indices, developed to date, for the scale of measurement, type of data source(s), and the list of
specific variables used to develop each index. The identified variables were classified into ten
constructs including sidewalk, road, intersection, vehicle, pleasantness, and safety. This study
identifies the specific constructs of the built environment that were used to develop these
indices. Furthermore, a normative framework to objectively measure the built environment
constructs that influence walking using GIS is proposed that can be used for future studies.
Read full study here
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2. Mexico has
produced many
fine artist.
Probably the
most famous
was painter and
muralist born in Guanajuato, Mexico.
He was married to Frida Kahlo. Best
known for a mural he painted in the
lobby of the Rockefeller Building
destroyed by an infuriated Rockefeller
staff before it could be displayed.
3. It’s 1967 and
you’ve decide to go to
the epicenter of the
‘Summer of Love’.
Where do you need
to go?

1. Saint Lucia, 2. Diego Rivera, 3. San Francisco

Early aerial reconnaissance efforts in the 1920s consisted
of shooting oblique pictures from the open cockpit of a
biplane with a hand-held Graflex camera (Figure 1). After
landing, the film was processed and analysts did the
tedious work of extracting actionable intelligence from
the imagery. Analysts soon learned it was a nightmare to
assemble the trapezoidal-footprint oblique photos into a
mosaic.
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What We’re Reading

Looking Up for Answers on the
Ground

Where in the
World?

1.

By Karen Richardson, ArcUser Spring 2012
A professor of anthropology used his remote-sensing expertise,
developed exploring ancient cultures, to aid emergency response to
the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami.
Dr. Terance L. Winemiller, GISP, associate professor of anthropology
and geography at Auburn University, Montgomery (AUM), in
Alabama, took his first GIS course while in graduate school. His
interest in geospatial technology led him to become a specialist in remote sensing. He found GIS was the
perfect tool for interpreting ancient cultures by constructing maps of archaeological sites that had never
been mapped before. Employing total stations and GPS collectors, he gathers data he uses to construct
maps in ArcGIS in both two and three dimensions. Click Here to View Full Story

Satellite Mapping Pinpoints
Penguin Population

2.

3.

By Pauline Askin, Reuters
Counting emperor penguins in their icy Antarctic habitat was not easy
until researchers used new technology to map the birds from space,
and they received a pleasant penguin surprise for their efforts.

4.

Using satellite mapping with resolution high enough to distinguish ice
shadows from penguin poo, an international team has carried out what they say is an unprecedented
penguin census from the heavens over the past three years.
The good news was that the team found the Antarctic emperor penguin population numbered about
595,000, nearly double previous estimates.Click Here to View Full Story

What do you think? Funny, Useful, Derogatory?

5.

As a GIS professional what do you think about the maps presented below? Are they funny, helpful, useful,
derogatory? Share your opinion with us in the CFGIS LinkedIn group or CFGIS Blog (cfgis.blogspot.com).

560 - A World Map of Heavy Metal Density - By Frank Jacobs, Big Think
Some maps are beautiful because of their rich complexity. Others capture our attention because they are so
starkly simple.

6.

Cartography has the curious capacity to bypass a map-reader’s critical function when conveying
information, and never more so than when a map is plain and simple. Two examples treated earlier on this
blog spring to mind - also because they’re quite funny: the Jesusland map (#3), and the New Simplified Map
of London (#199).

Groove Metal, etc). Click Here to View Full Story
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7.

1. Grand Central Station,
2. Arc de Triomphe,
Paris, 3. Paris Catacombs, 4.
Minneapolis Spoon Bridge, 5.
Zebra Canyon, Utah, 6. Royal
Gorge Bridge, Colorado, 7. Life
Guard Hut, South Beach, Miami

Jesusland is based on electoral data, the Simplified Map on a more subjective idea of wealth distribution.
But both communicate a sentiment rather than merely solid data. The map shown here is less editorial, but
the information it presents is equally stark.
This map reflects the number of heavy metal bands per 100,000 inhabitants for each country in the world.
It codes the result on a color temperature scale, with blue
indicating low occurrence, and red high occurrence [1]. The
data for this map is taken from the extensive Encyclopaedia
Metallum, an online archive of metal music that lists bands
per country, and provides some background by listing their
subgenre (Progressive Death Metal, Symphonic Gothic Metal,

WWW.ECFRPC.ORG

The Next CFGIS Users Group
Meeting is July 20, 2012.

Ask CFGIS

Welcome to the new Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This
July 20th is a big day in history!
section is provided to give the Central Florida GIS community an
opportunity to present questions to CFGIS team and we will do our
1940 –
best to answer. Remember you can always visit our LinkedIn page or
California opens
the CFGIS blog to join or create conversations. Have a question or
its first freeway,
topic for CFGIS click here and contact us.
the Arroyo Seco
Parkway.
The CFGIS data and metadata clearinghouse is a great resource for finding data. The
clearinghouse has the capability to store geodatabase, raster files, shapefiles, KML and virtually
1947 – Carlos
any data format that have an associated XML metadata file.
Santana, Mexican“What is the easiest way to find the data that I want in the CFGIS Data
born American
guitarist is born.
Clearinghouse?”
The CFGIS clearinghouse offers four distinct ways to search for data or metadata. Let’s go over
each search type!
1969- Neil
Armstrong
becomes the
first human to
set foot on the
lunar surface,
realizing
humanity’s
age-old dream. And effectively
winning the space race for the
United States.

Metadata Search: the metadata search is the default search method of the CFGIS clearinghouse.
This search is based on keywords that are populated in the metadata “keyword” section. You
can find data by just typing a keyword and leaving the counties list populated as “any” OR you
can make combinations of keywords for specific counties. The more precise you are about a
keyword, the better chances of success in your search.
Search by map viewer: The search by map viewer is ideal to get data from broad geographic
locations. By utilizing the “extent tool” control button you can select the areas that you are
searching data for.
Advanced Search: This search enables the users to perform searches that will retrieve any data
that matches the keyword criteria in the entire CFGIS website and not only the data
clearinghouse. To limit the search results select a specific area of the website: Map Gallery, Links
Library, Document library or Data Clearinghouse.
Category search: This search option functions like the Windows© file system navigation. First
select the local, regional or state level. Then select the next option in the drop box and continue
narrowing your search results like you would do it in a file systems navigation.
You may have noticed that there is a “Show Historical
Data” check box in every search option. We keep only
the latest data shared in the clearinghouse but if you
want to search for the historical data stored in the
clearinghouse, just check mark this box then utilize
your favorite search type!

Networking is about developing
long-term relationships for mutual
gain and creating a lasting impression
with people so they think positively
when an opportunity arises.

Now that you know how it works, we encourage you
to share your data or metadata with us and to use the
CFGIS clearinghouse to find data for your next project!

Networking!!!

Friend’s Day is
observed on July
20th in Argentina
and Uruguay. In
Argentina, Friend's
Day is often a good
excuse for a friendly gathering and
greeting both current and old
friends. Friend's Day has in recent
years turned into a very popular
mass phenomenon. In 2005, the
amount of well-wishing friends led
to a temporary breakdown of
the mobile phone network in the
cities of Córdoba and Rosario.

Upcoming Events
Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:






June 11-15
July 19
July 20
August 6-9
Sept 30 - Oct 4

URISA Leadership Academy - Savannah, GA
Seminole County GIS Users Group Meeting - Sanford, FL
CFGIS Users Group Meeting - Orlando, FL
URISA/NENA Addressing Conference - Memphis, TN
URISA GIS-PRO 50th Annual Conference - Portland, OR

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Check our Blog (cfgis.blogspot.com)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group
The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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