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Happy New Year, Central Florida!

to say we became more selective about where we spend our
valuable educational budgeted dollar.

The year of 2012 comes loaded with promising legacies,
various predictions and consequently high expectations.

CFGIS has continuously provided you with ideas and
opportunities to do more with less. Through our users groups
and newsletters we have enabled you to be up-to-date
about local GIS opportunities and about
the new technological industry trends. The
CFGIS website is hosting more interactive
applications from our partners and the
clearinghouse has more and newer data
for sharing than ever. The CFGIS community
distribution list boosted by more than 20%
while our website reached last year the
mark of 3.7 hits per second!

The Chinese Year determines that this is
the year of the Water Black Dragon,
while the Mayans calendar forecasts
that this is the year that the world will
come to an end. On a brighter side,
predictions say that this is the year of
major changes and when smart people
thinking out of the box will offer creative
solutions for well-known problems.
Economists are forecasting that in 2012
the US will probably avoid a recession.
We can’t forget what and how budget
constraints across the board have
affected the GIS industry as far as
employment numbers and stimulus for
professional growth.

We learned our lesson: The Central Florida
GIS community knows how to do more with
less.
This newsletter brings to you various
opportunities for continuing education and
how GIS cross pollinates with other
disciplines. While bringing serious and
important content for YOU, this publication
also brings some refreshing facts that
hopefully you will enjoy !

With so much to contemplate, I can’t
avoid the thought of what these
predictions could mean for the GIS
community in Central Florida.
We forcibly learned to do more with less. We learned the
value and power of having a strong and solid professional
network. Sharing became the word of the day! We started to
be more open-minded about distance learning and why not
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Thanks for participating and being actively involved in the
CFGIS program. We can accomplish more as a solid GIS
community that knows how to work and grow together!
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Manages its Network
That Morning Coffee Can Have More GIS Than You
Think…
Mapping New York’s Hidden Gems: how crowdsourcing
is taking the city back
Satellite Tracking Reveals Sea Turtle Feeding hotspots
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to See Upcoming Events
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What’s New
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the Central
Florida GIS Community.

TransMap Data Available for Download
The layers that populate the TransMap application are now available for
download at the CFGIS data clearinghouse.
TransMap is an interactive transit planning tools, developed by the FDOT
District Five Modal Planning Office. You can access TransMap by going to
the www.cfgis.org website and clicking in the FDOT Resources page.

Free Training Opportunities from FLURISA
To start the 2012 year season of free training and opportunities
to its members, FLURISA is offering full complimentary
registration to the Tampa CIO Forum (March 7-8) and a three
Asset Management webinars series (March, April and May)!!!
Admittance to all Tampa CIO Forum Conference Sessions, the
Executive Reception, and meals are complimentary ($995.00 value) to all FLURISA and URISA
members. Please contact Stephanie Dayton at stephanied@pemconferences.com to confirm your
reservation to this exclusive invitation-only event or contact Lisa Harper at
lisah@pemconferences.com to learn more about sponsorship of this Executive IT event.
The Asset Management Webinars Series will be the first of a series of on-line educational events
made available by the Florida GIS professional association. Seats are limited and registration will be
open soon. These educational opportunities are free of charge only for FLURISA members. To take
advantage of these and many others upcoming opportunities join FLURISA today by going to the
www.FLURISA.org website. Membership is still free of charge until June.

YouTube Agrees to New Terms of Service for State Agencies
YouTube has agreed to modify its terms of service to make the popular video posting website more
government friendly.
The modified terms are the product of nearly 18 months of
discussion between YouTube and the National Association of State
Chief Information Officers (NASCIO) Social Media Legal Workgroup
and various deputy attorneys general, according to a Jan. 17
NASCIO announcement.
During that time, the same NASCIO group was in talks with Facebook and as a result, the social
networking site revised its terms of service last year to better protect state and local governments.
Read the full article here.

URISA Leadership Academy will be held in the Southeast - Savanna,
GA, June 11 -15, 2012
On June 11-15 the URISA Leadership Academy will be held in
Savannah, GA. The URISA leadership Academy (ULA) is an entire
five day program, the only leadership training program of its
type, is tailored to industry leaders and practitioners faced with
unique challenges of GIS leadership and management and who
want to make an impact leveraging the power of GIS. The call for
papers will open in early January. Click here to learn more.

The third Monday in February is
designated in the United States
as Washington's Birthday, more
commonly known as Presidents
Day.
As stated in the introduction, the
federal holiday celebrated on
the third Monday in February is
not officially called Presidents
Day. Instead, it is Washington's
Birthday. There was an attempt
in 1968 to officially name it
Presidents Day. However, this
suggestion died in committee.
Many states, however, choose to
call their own celebration on this
day "Presidents Day."

Trained as a surveyor at Mount
Vernon, George Washington
began work as a surveyor's
assistant in 1748 when he was
just sixteen-years-old.
During his three years in service
as one of the proprietor's
surveyors, Washington prepared
this survey
of
two
hundred
acres
in
Frederick
County,
Virginia,
for John
Madden.

If you want GIS news from your organization to be published in the What’s New session of the CFGIS
Newsletter, contact us by sending an email to cfgis@cfgis.org.
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CFGIS Featured Article

22 Most Amazing Maps
Changing How We See
The World

The CFGIS website has an average of
3.7 hits per second...

By Jaymi Heimbuch, Treehugger
Maps. They make everything a little bit better.
They have the capacity to turn confusing,
nebulous, and unimaginable information into
visual masterpieces of understanding. And
when we can see the information, we're more
likely to do something useful with it.
The year 2009 brought us some incredible
maps, illustrating things like how the earth's carbon cycle works which then unveiled new
understanding about how carbon emissions from one country affect other parts of the planet; or
how wilderness is disappearing, which pointed out some surprising conclusions about how little
space humans actually inhabit while still impacting massive amounts of the globe. Here, we've
gathered up some of the most impressive maps we saw over the year, from interactive maps, to
those that please the eye, to those that tried to make a difference in the world. Enjoy ! Click Here

What We’re Reading

The energy saved each
year through recycled
cans could light the city
of Washington DC for 3.7
years.
The
number
of
average length of stay
in Las Vegas is 3.7
nights.
3.7 - is the percentage of students taking
their entire program
through distance
education in 2011 as
per the US department
of Education.

Recent Solar Flare May Disrupt Your GPS
By Amy Gahran, Special to CNN
We're the peak of the 11-year solar cycle, so double-check your GPS, and watch where you're
going.

Can you find the words below?

On August 4, 2011, the sun unleashed a massive solar flare (see
video of the flare and how its effects have been moving toward
Earth). Solar flares can disrupt radio communications, including
devices that use Global Positioning System technology, such as
cell phones, airplanes and car navigation systems.

DATA SHARING
EDUCATION
NETWORKING
USERS GROUP
VOLUNTEERS

So if you're relying on your GPS for driving directions, to find
your location on your phone's mapping tool or for any other purpose, have a backup navigation
system handy, such as a printed map. Read more here

GIS Opens Up A New World For Fifth-Graders
By Melody Guyton Butts
Midway through the school day Friday, Brianna Williams decided to take a trip to Columbus,
Ohio, to visit her father. Meanwhile, her classmate Naylea Jacobo flew to see the Christ the
Redeemer statue towering over Rio de Janeiro. Fellow fifth-grader Gabriela Arias cruised the
streets of Durham, happy to see that her family’s home was as she left it in the morning.
But just minutes later, the three students were snapped back to reality in their Holt Elementary
School computer lab, their journeys fueled not by gasoline but by the GIS – or geographic
information systems – that inform the Google Earth virtual globe program.
Gwen Dorman’s class was the first of four Holt fifth-grade classes to be exposed to GIS – a way
of organizing data spatially – by GIS analysts who work with the city’s Technology Solutions
Department. Sessions with the other classes will continue this week. “You get to see exactly
where everything is,” Jacobo said, mesmerized as she “flew” from Brazil to the Sydney Opera
House. Read more here
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What We’re Reading

See How the World’s Largest Telcom
Company Manages its Network
By Steve Towns, Government Technology
Tucked away in suburban New Jersey, a crew of 130 people keeps watch on
AT&T’s worldwide telecommunications network, looking for hiccups that could
be the first sign of trouble. They’re tracking the daily movement of nearly 30
petabytes of data — including 1.4 billion voice calls and 5 billion text messages — as it travels through nearly 1
million miles of fiber-optic cable, tens of thousands of cell sites, and countless switches and routers.
Welcome to AT&T’s Global Network Operations Center — GNOC for short — a state-of-the-art facility in
Bedminster, N.J., which serves as mission control for the network at the heart of the company’s business. Behind
these walls, network managers route traffic around potential bottlenecks, reallocate resources to match evershifting demand, and play a continuous game of cat and mouse with malicious hackers and cybercriminals. Click
Here to View Full Story

That Morning Coffee Can Have More
GIS Than You Think...
By Jim Bauman, Directions Magazine
Colombian Coffee Growers Federation Improves Crop Forecasting with
GIS. Colombia’s Federacion Nacional de Cafeteros de Colombia was
formed in the 1920s to support small coffee growers. Time and
technology have changed since then and now the group uses GIS extensively in its work, including in the regularly
updated survey of the state of coffee farming. ESRI’s Jim Baumann details the extent of GIS and remote sensing
use and how it’s helping the small grower. Click Here to View Full Story

Mapping New York’s Hidden Gems: how crowdsourcing is
taking the city back

Test your
geographic
knowledge!
The Earth rotates
around its axis from
West to East
A - true
B - false

1.

To access a dynamic
map on the web you
need
A - an ISP
B - GSP
C - SPCA
D - URL
E - DMV

2.

The largest
state in the USA is
A - Alaska
B - California
C - Montana
D - Texas

3.

By theguardian Data Blog
Cities are more than concrete and traffic; look a little harder and you can find
places to sit, and breathe and escape the world. But sometimes, you have to
look really hard..

Satellite Tracking Reveals Sea Turtle Feeding Hotspots
By USGS
Satellite tracking of threatened loggerhead sea turtles has revealed two
previously unknown feeding ‘hotspots’ in the Gulf of Mexico that are providing
important habitat for at least three separate populations of the turtles,
according to a study published recently in the journal Biological Conservation.
The two sites, located in the open waters off the coast of Southwest Florida and
the northern tip of the Yucatan Peninsula, were found by a team of scientists
when they compiled and analyzed loggerhead tracking data. The maritime
feeding grounds also hold the first clues about how loggerhead sea turtles spend time at sea – which is, in essence,
most of their lives. Click Here to View Full Story
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Select the remote
sensing technique that
is not considered
“active” remote
sensing
A - RADAR
B - SONAR
C - rolling over every
15 minutes and seeing
how long it takes to
get a sun tan from that
very far away sun
D - dropping a rock
down a dark hole and
counting the seconds
until it hits the bottom

4.

Answers:
1.) A - when seen from
space
2.) D
3.) A
4.) C

And that's what The New York World has been doing for the past two weeks,
partnering with WNYC's Brian Lehrer show to ask New Yorkers to help find the
city's "privately owned public spaces" – those small patches of indoor and
outdoor real estate that property owners have committed to making available
for public use. The world has heard of Zuccotti Park, thanks partly to the
Occupy protests. But New York is dotted with these beautiful spaces. Click Here to View Full Story
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The Next CFGIS Users Group
Meeting is March 2, 2012.

Ask CFGIS
Welcome to the new Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This
section is provided to give the Central Florida GIS community an
opportunity to present questions to CFGIS team and we will do
our best to answer. Remember you can always visit our LinkedIn
page or the CFGIS blog to join or create conversations. Have a
question or topic for CFGIS click here and contact us.

March 2 is a big day in history!

Building a network is one of the most difficult tasks that young professionals encounter when
first entering any field and it can be even harder in those involving technology. Differences in
skills, experience, and the feeling of being the new person make creating contacts a daunting
task. These networks create opportunities for assistance in solving complex problems, sharing
resources and information, and keeping the community strong. One of the most common
questions we are asked by both young professionals and those looking to enter the field is

“How do I get involved and start creating valuable connections and
networking?”
Attend: One of the greatest things about Florida is that the GIS community throughout the state
is strong, passionate, and heavily involved. Attend meetings, users groups, and conferences,
many of which are free such as the CFGIS user’s group meetings. Many counties have local GIS
groups, there are several regional groups throughout Florida, and FLURISA at the state level all
of which are always happy to see new people excited about getting involved in GIS.
Ask: Don’t be afraid to ask questions or talk to other GIS professionals, they might be hesitant
too. You would be amazed at what just introducing yourself can do to start a conversation. A
great advantage of GIS professionals is that most are welcoming and happy to share knowledge,
advice, tips, and any other information that they have. Remember we were all new at one
time.
Participate: Once you start to feel a little more comfortable, GET INVOLVED!!! Find organizers
and opportunities to present, write articles, or volunteer. Many of the events that take place
throughout the year are run by volunteers. These are all a
great way to make yourself visible and start getting to
know the community.
The World English Dictionary
defines PARTICIPATE as “to
take part, be or become
a-c-t-i-v-e-l-y involved, or share
(in).” Participate!!

Mark your calendar to attend an upcoming users group
(CFGIS is on March 2nd!!!), talk and enjoy meeting your
peers, and get involved with the community by joining
conversations on LinkedIn, presenting or just
volunteering.

1925- It was on this day
that the first formal
highway system was
implemented. This is the
time when state and federal
highway officials had officially
established a highway
numbering system.
1933 – The
Original King
Kong movie has
its world
premiere in New
York
1972 –
The Pioneer
10 space probe
is launched
from Cape
Canaveral, Florida with a mission
to explore the outer planets .
1990 – Nelson
Mandela is elected
deputy President of
the African National
Congress.
2005- The Boston Red Sox
baseball team was
congratulated by President
George W. Bush. This was the
first time that theyhad
won the World Series
since 1918.

Upcoming Events
Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:








March 2
March 5
March 12-15
April 30 - May 2
June 11-15
August 6-9
Sept 30 - Oct 4

CFGIS Users Group - Orlando, FL
FLURISA Asset Management Webinar - part 1
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference - San Antonio, TX
SERUG ESRI Conference - Orlando, FL
URISA Leadership Academy - Savannah, GA
URISA/NENA Addressing Conference - Memphis, TN
URISA GIS-PRO 50th Annual Conference - Portland, OR

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Check our Blog (cfgis.blogspot.com)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group
The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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