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Happy Holidays, Central Florida GIS Community!
As you can tell, the world today is not the same as 1 minute ago!

Your data can answer the question but your metadata is what can
assure that what is being used can lead to the best answer
That only confirms how dynamically data and information changes.
available.
The need for accurate and readily consumable data is more evident
than ever. The newest generations take data for granted. They don’t You want your data to be appropriately interpreted based on the
think where the data came from. Google has everything, right? But metadata guidance and generation. You want to have internal or
here is a thought: Even Google needs data generators to deliver external data users understanding WHO created or updated that
information to answer the billions searches performed every day.
data.
How can we differentiate between what’s new data and what’s old Be mindful about the ethics and best practices that are embedded in
data? How do we know what’s new is not old? The answer – your profession. As a GIS professional, you are expected to deliver
the best information available in the most complete and accurate
metadata!!
way possible. You will be impacting more people and decisions than
10, 5, or 1 year ago, metadata was considered almost a luxury to
you can think off. Remember:
have. The metadata interface was not friendly and most of the
Metadata is one of the compliance
projects did not have the budget to incorporate data documentation
items for your GISP certification.
into project deliveries.
Bottom line is: Don’t be guilty for
As the world changes into a more ‘shareable’ profile, creating and failing to apply GIS best practices
updating metadata is more than a best practice. It became a need to as you work on your next project!
support the delivery of accurate and timely information to others. If you are a GISP, don’t be guilty for failing to comply with the GIS
With Facebook, Tweeter, smartphone apps, information kiosks code of ethics that you have signed.
everything is everywhere!
Wrap up this year with the confidence that you complied with your
Lots of the data you create and maintain are loaded in somebody professional responsibility to be ethical on how you delivered to the
else’s reports and websites and are utilized every single day to best of your capabilities. If something has prevented you from
support the simplest to the most complex decisions.
exercising the basic ethical behavior of a GIS professional which is
The next time you sit at your desk and pull up your excel spreadsheet ‘make metadata available’, then here is a suggestion: Add to your
to update data, or use a GIS interface to create data, make an new year’s resolution: Next year, I will do my best to add metadata to
analysis or update a set of information, remember to update the data, maps, analysis , applications and reports that I work on!
metadata. Metadata can be a determining factor in a decision as it Make sure you don’t miss the next CFGIS Users Group on January
shows certain data are more suitable to be used over others for a 31st, 2014.The agenda will be published soon!
specific purpose.
Claudia Paskauskas, PMP, GISP, MCSD, 6 Sigma Green Belt

What’s New

What We’re Reading

Free eFLURISA Webinars Are Available Online!
ESRI User Conference 2013 Videos Are Online!
CFGIS User’s Group Meeting (January 31st)
ECFRPC Releases New Safe Routes to Schools GIS Portal!
GITA Webinars

CFGIS Featured Article
Top 10.2 Take-Aways From the ESRI International
Developer Summit.
Get a preview of how ESRI’s new platform functions

Ask CFGIS
“What are some important things to think of when my organization is
integrating its big data to new or emerging database platforms?”
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Congress Slashes Civil GPS Funding
The Urban Observatory: A New Way to Compare Cities
Mapping Giant ESRI Adds Real-Time Traffic Information
From Nokia
Fighting Wildfires with a GPS Spark
Why is the CIA Funding Geoengineering Research?
ArcGIS 10.2 Brings Transformational Capabilities to Users
40 Maps That Will Help You Make Sense of the World

Upcoming Events
There are some very exciting events and conferences
coming up in the next few months! Click here to see
upcoming events!
Follow CFGIS on Social Media

www.ecfrpc.org

What’s New
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the Central
Florida GIS Community.

Your Historic Florida Fact-Finder

Free eFLURISA Webinars Are Available Online!
eFLURISA is an initiative of the Florida URISA Chapter intended to promote
education and networking for the GIS community in Florida. This program
brings free educational webinars, interactive presentations and collaborative
virtual meetings for all FLURISA members. If you have missed past webinars,
make sure you check out the web site for historic items. Click here for more
information on upcoming webinars and how to join FLURISA!

ESRI User Conference 2013 Videos Are Online!

This time on the “Florida Archive”
feature, we give you a glimpse of the
Did you miss the ESRI User Conference? Not to worry, videos from the event can be found on the
history of Lake Apopka.
ESRI web page here. Scroll through the video listing to find the topics that interest you!
Lake Apopka is the 3rd largest lake in
CFGIS User’s Group Meeting - Orlando, FL (January 31st, 2014)
the state of Florida with a surface
The quarterly CFGIS Users Group Meeting will be taking place on January 31st, 2014 at FDOT’s area exceeding 30,000 acres. In the
Orlando Urban office. This meeting provides GIS professionals from around the region an 1940’s, Lake Apopka was one of the
opportunity to network and learn, offering exposure to the latest news, trends and projects around region’s main attractions and had
Central Florida through a variety of guest speakers. Visit www.cfgis.org for agenda and additional over 20 fishing camps located along
its shores.
information.
However, in the decades following
the 1940’s, the lake was exposed to a
The Central Florida Safe Routes Portal provides parents, students, planners and decision makers with number of chemicals from nearby
tools, reports, videos and resources geared to empower planners, policymakers and decision makers manufacturing centers and became
to make the walk to school safer for students
clouded with an algae bloom.
of all ages. Click here to access it!
Lake Apopka has become a major
priority for planning and sustainability
Students and parents can learn how to be safe
officials in Central Florida, and as a
through educational videos, interactive maps
result, is becoming a cleaner, clearer
and informative resources, while decision
lake on a daily basis. Recent studies
makers have access to data, reports and tools
have
shown
increased
water
geared to influence sustainable, bicycle and
transparency and lower levels of
pedestrian-oriented infrastructure decisions.
chemicals within the lake.
The following GIS shapefiles were tailored to
cover the 6-County East Central Florida
Regional Planning Council region and are
available for viewing within the online
Paleoanthropology data suggests that
interactive maps!.
the first humans to inhabit the
- Schools
- Bicycle Lanes
- Trails
Florida peninsula came to the area
- School Attendance Zones
- Sidewalks
- Crossing Guard Locations
over 12,000 years ago. Florida was a
- Annual Average Daily Traffic
- Historic Crash Locations
- Transit Stops
much different landscape then.
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council is also in the development phase of a Grant Average sea levels were much lower,
Mapper that will allow users to identify areas where improvements or projects can leverage the and as a result, the Florida peninsula
overall functionality of a school zone or area surrounding a school. A grant template has been was more than twice the size that it is
created so that users of all backgrounds can deliver their grant idea in an easy-to-understand format. today.

ECFRPC Releases Regional Safe Routes to School Portal!

GITA Webinars
The Geospatial Information & Technology Association holds free webinars throughout the year
tailored to GIS and technologically-savvy professionals. Learn how professionals from across the
globe use GIS to solve a diverse set of problems - from water utility damage to wildfire containment and how those professionals use GIS to push their organizations ahead of the curve. Visit this page
for news on upcoming webinars that may be of interest to you! And don’t worry if you miss a
webinar! Historic webinars can be watched at any time on this page.

Thousands of years ago, plenty of
now-extinct animals called Florida
home and shared Florida with
humans. Primary species included
saber-tooth tigers (pictured below),
giant armadillos, mastodons and
camels.

If you want GIS news from your organization to be published in the What’s New session of the CFGIS
Newsletter, send us an email: cfgis@cfgis.org.
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CFGIS Featured Article

Top 10.2 Take-Aways from the ESRI
International Developer Summit

STORY MAPS
by ESRI

An always-live ArcGIS platform that updates frequently and powers groundbreaking, real-time
GIS and location-aware apps generated serious buzz at the 2013 Esri International Developer
Summit (DevSummit).
Speaking to 1,600 developers in Palm Springs, California, Esri president Jack Dangermond
called the platform with its cloud, web and mobile apps, server, and desktop parts
"transformational."
"This is a big year for us. It's probably one of the most interesting years in our history,"
Dangermond said. "We've been working on developing a whole new generation of technology.
This technology is about transforming GIS as we know it into a platform. The opportunities
there are immense to be able to configure and take geography and geographic understanding
everywhere." To highlight the platform message and other salient points made during the
week, Esri's DevSummit team members put their heads together and compiled this list of takeaways from what's always a memorable event:
Take-Away #1: It's All about Real People
Database tuning, web services, security, geostatistics, and debugging of apps—these are all
important and were well covered at the DevSummit… Read more here

What We’re Reading

Congress Slashes Civil GPS Funding
By Dee Ann Davis (GNSS News)
In a set of decisions that could potentially slow GPS modernization both the House and Senate
Appropriations Committees this week slashed funding for the civil community’s contribution
to the GPS system from the Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) budget. The House eliminated the entire
amount of the White House budget request for $20 million, which is paid through the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). The Senate cut a mere $5 million — 25 percent of what had
been the requested. “They just whacked the FAA,” said one expert familiar with the budget.
The House also moved to cut the $10- million budget request for the Wide Area
Augmentation System (WAAS) by $29 million… Read more here

The Urban Observatory: A New Way To Compare
Cities, From the Creator of TED
By Ariel Schwartz (San Francisco Weekly / Co.Exist)
We live in a world of easily accessible maps; just tap your smartphone and you have instant
access to directions, public transportation information, locations of landmarks, crime data,
and neighborhood facts. But our map knowledge is limited by the fact that no two cities
collect data the same way. Maps often aren’t drawn to the same scale, and up until now,
there hasn’t been a way to compare data on things like income, cost of living, water
distribution, and power grids… Read more here

Mapping Giant ESRI Adds Real-Time Traffic
Information From Nokia’s Here
By Ingrid Lunden (TechCrunch)
While Nokia continues to plug away at picking up more consumer users of its new Windows
Phone-powered smartphones, it’s also looking for more licensees for its Here location data
business. Today the company announced one such deal, in which Here’s real-time traffic
information will get integrated into mapping software from Esri, whose geographic
information system technology is used by some 350,000 organizations worldwide…
Read more here
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Whether the maps document historical
events, depict current geospatial trends
or present a chronologically-based time
lapse of events that are estimated to
occur, in the future the goal of Story
Maps is to tell a story with two elements PLACE and TIME - and to communicate
that story with the end-user through a
mapping interface.
It has been said that maps can “say more
than a thousand words”. Now, with Story
Maps, maps can tell us an entire story.
ESRI recently added a Story Map portal to
their web page, located here, that
includes a plethora of developer-created
Story Maps ranging from a time lapse
review of the Battle of Gettysburg, to a
tour of some of the world’s most
notorious refugee camps. Check them
out!

Photo: “Roving the Red Planet” Story Map Application

1. How many miles of
coastline does the State
of Florida have? Do you
think it has more than
500? More than 1000?
2. Two cities within the 6-County East
Central Florida Regional Planning
Council region have a population
exceeding 100,000. One of the cities is
Orlando...Can you name the second?
3. How many professional sports teams
does the state of Florida have in the
following four sports combined? The
four sports are football, baseball,
basketball, and hockey.

Follow CFGIS on Social Media

1. 1348 Miles; 2. Palm Bay;
3. Nine (9)

ESRI News

Story Maps is a new and dynamic product
line launched by ESRI that allows users to
tell stories using maps!

www.ecfrpc.org

What We’re Reading

Where in the
World?

Fighting Wildfires With a GPS Spark
By Gabriel Schmidbauer (Internet Evolution)
Few things are primeval as a wildfire that wipes out all in its way, depending on the whim of terrain, winds,
and luck. Firefighters make their way by road, foot, and parachute into remote areas to try to control the
uncontrollable, typically using low-tech tools. Sometimes the results are tragic, like the 19 Arizona
firefighters who lost their lives on June 30. Houses and businesses can be wiped off the map.
Increasingly, technology has become an asset to those who would protect life, limb, and property. One of
the least obvious and yet most powerful tools is geographic information systems, or GIS. Combining
database, analytic, and geographic capabilities, GIS lets people analyze a vast array of data in relation to
geographic location. By doing so, organizations can gain insights into problems and develop solutions that
otherwise would have been unattainable.
The first way fire departments, government officials, insurers, and public safety personnel use GIS is before
a blaze ever starts. GIS tools help experts predict where fires might most likely occur. By analyzing
population densities, types of vegetation, regional climate, current weather, climatic trends, and other
factors, analysts can develop a composite risk profile that shows how much danger an area might
face...Read more here

1.

2.

3.

Why is the CIA Funding Geoengineering Research?
By Kelsey Atherton (POPSCI)
The Central Intelligence Agency is joining with the National Air and Space Administration, the National
Academy of Sciences, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to spend $630,000
studying a subset of potential global warming solutions. Geo-engineering, as the solutions are broadly
termed, is the science of manipulating the environment in a way that mitigates, halts, or otherwise disrupts
global warming. It makes sense that three science agencies are examining this, but why the CIA? Climate
change, it turns out, is one of the major threats to national security, as specified in the 2013 "Worldwide
Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence Community."

4.

Climate change threatens food and water supplies, which in turn, could lead to all sorts
of geopolitical conflicts. The intelligence community report singles out droughts in the “Nile, TigrisEuphrates, Niger, Amazon, and Mekong river basins,” and notes that increased populations will put intense
pressure on (already scarce) resources. This doesn’t speak to a direct, pressing security threat, but instead
thousands of future problems.... Read more here

5.

ArcGIS 10.2 Brings Transformational Capabilities to Users
By ESRI Staff (ArcNews)
It's a great time to be a GIS professional. Dramatic changes are taking place in the enabling computing and
communication technologies that GIS relies on, and new software is leveraging these changes to evolve and
transform GIS and our user community. Esri is working hard and is in the process of releasing many new
capabilities in ArcGIS 10.2, such as real-time data integration, online analysis tools, spatial analysis in the
cloud, location analytics, new templates and apps, and web story maps for everyone. There are also new
capabilities enabling new opportunities for developers. These advances are giving rise to a change in the
very way we position GIS, from a software system designed to unlock the power of geographic information
to a comprehensive platform that promises to transform your work; your organization; and, ultimately, our
world.

6.

7.

Portal for ArcGIS:
Portal for ArcGIS becomes a full part of the on-premises infrastructure of ArcGIS. In the past four years, Esri
has been significantly developing ArcGIS Online deployed in the public cloud. At 10.2, this technology has
been engineered into a fully supported product that can be easily deployed on premises and integrated
with users' existing technology… Read more here

TwistedSifter.com
Check out some extraordinary maps that will blow your mind! The infographics included in this map series
show your world in context - and you won’t want to miss it! Click here to see the maps..
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1. Copacabana Beach, Brazil,
2. Colorado River, USA; 3. Muir
Woods, California; 4. Cannon
Beach, Oregon; 5. Pyongyang,
North Korea; 6. Florence, Italy;
7. Tahiti, Southern Pacific Ocean

40 Maps That Will Help You Make Sense of the World

www.ecfrpc.org

The Next CFGIS Users Group
Meeting is January 31st, 2014.

Ask CFGIS

Welcome to the Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This section is
provided to give the Central Florida GIS community an opportunity to January 31st is a big day in history!
present questions to CFGIS team and get an answer from the CFGIS
1865 - Congress
staff at the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council. Remember
passes 13th
you can always visit our LinkedIn page or the CFGIS blog to join or
Amendment,
create conversations. Have a question or topic for CFGIS
abolishing slavery
Click here and contact us.
in America.

QUESTION: What are some important things to think of when my
organization is integrating it’s big data to new or emerging database
platforms?

1893 – The trademark “CocaCola” was first registered in the
United States Patent Office.

Take a step back and think of what your data will become in the long term.
Building flexibility into databases from the time they originate can allow organizations to
leverage their existing data by incorporating new or previously identified but not-implementable
practices into the overall data management strategy. The integration process can be seen as an
obstacle, or it can be seen as an opportunity. If your organization views integration it as the
latter, it has the ability to view changes as a breathe of fresh air, or an open time for the
company to reconsider how to manage its data from square one. To a degree, your
organization’s baseline data is only as good as the system it is applied to, and the integration
process is the perfect time to nail down long term infrastructure decisions.

Preserve short term operability by balancing short term and long term goals!
Integration takes time. That time doesn’t always translate to the bottom line in the short term,
making the process all the more arduous for managers. The key for your organization when your
are integrating your big data should be to identify the balancing point between investing in the
short term for long term decisions (or the process of utilizing employees for integration tasks)
and utilization of employees for the maintenance of operational tasks in the short term. The
bottom line is that your company has to run—even while you are integrating your big data—but
finding ways to incorporate long term decisions into the natural operational processes of the
business can be a source of leverage for your
business in the long term. Find ways to make it
work!
BIG DATA is a term that describes data
Keep “where is data going” in your mind
sets that are so large that normal
Always leave room for innovation in your
processing
applications cannot be used
organization.
From
technological
advances
to
interpret
them! Often times, big data
outside—including new inventions or applications
spurs
technological
advancements in
that your company does not control, to
the
data
infrastructure
and database
organizational innovation from inside—or the ideas
management
fields
out
of pure
that your company generates from within, you
necessity!
cannot afford to rest on your laurels in the ever-

1905 - 1st auto to exceed
100mph, A G MacDonald, Daytona Beach, FL.
1950 - The first US satellite, Explorer I, was launched at Cape
Canaveral.

1990 - McDonald’s Corp. opened
its first fast-food restaurant in
Moscow, Russia.
1993 - Superbowl XXVII: Dallas
Cowboys beat
Buffalo Bills, 52-17
in Pasadena.

BIG DATA!!!

changing world of technology.

Upcoming Events
Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:








December 16
January 23
January 29-30
January 31st
February 24-27
March 10-13
May 5-9

FLURISA Webinar - One Map Web Application
FLURISA Webinar—Drayage Modeling using GIS
GeoDesign Summit - Redlands, CA
CFGIS Users Group - Orlando, FL
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference - Jacksonville, FL
ESRI Developer Summit - Palm Springs, CA)
URISA Leadership Academy - Calgary, Alberta

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Sign up for CFGIS Notifications (www.cfgis.org)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group
The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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