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CFGIS followers,
Thank you for picking up the latest copy of the CFGIS
Newsletter, a publication dedicated to the application of
geographic information systems in the East Central
Florida region.
This volume will provide you with a snapshot of what is
going on in the CFGIS Community—including current
projects that the ECFRPC GIS team is working on—and
will connect you with all of the most important local,
national and international news from top sources.
The passing of “the father of GIS”, Roger Tomlinson, sets
the precedent for the theme of this letter—paradigm
shifts. Dr. Tomlinson began his planning career during a
time when computers and applications were decades
away from reaching fruition, but still managed to
communicate a vision—based off of technology that did
not fully exist at the time—to planners everywhere.

of Dr. Tomlinson’s career, and there are always avenues
and opportunities to “turn up” the GIS field and its
applications alongside the fields of real estate
development, trend modeling, critical infrastructure
monitoring, environmental analysis and more.
This volume of the Newsletter will also focus on paradigm
shifts within the AskCFGIS portion of the newsletter (on
page 5), answering specific questions from members of
the Central Florida GIS community.
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council and
the CFGIS team have a mission to leverage the abilities of
GIS professionals on the city and county levels, private
consultants and citizens interested in the future of the
Central Florida region, so please never hesitate to
contact our team with suggestions or ideas for inclusion in
the AskCFGIS portion of this Newsletter.

In short, we live in a time comparable to those early days
Make sure you don’t miss the next CFGIS Users Group on
May 2nd, 2014.The agenda will be published to cfgis.org
soon!
Thank you, and enjoy the Newsletter!

PJ Smith - Senior GIS Analyst, Urban Planner
East Central Florida Regional Planning Council
Email our GIS team at pjsmith@ecfrpc.org

What’s New

What We’re Reading

The ECFRPC Route Condition Tool is underway!
CFGIS User Group Meeting (May 2, 2014)

Opening Data to the People
GIS Community Mourns Roger Tomlinson

ECFRPC E.M. Team Releases Brevard County LMS

Unlocking the Economic Potential of Geospatial Data

CFGIS Workshop: September 15-16 in Orlando

10 Things You Need to Know About ESRI’s Open Data
Bring Locations to Life with ESRI’s New Geotrigger Service

CFGIS Featured Article

25 Places That Look ‘Not Normal’, But Actually Are
Google’s Web Gallery Helps You Find Public Map Data

Opening Data to the People (ArcNews)
ESRI is rolling out new products that will make data more
accessible to people and usable for small businesses.

Ask CFGIS
How can the current GIS world encounter a paradigm shift?
What are the ingredients?
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Upcoming Events
There are some very exciting events and conferences
coming up in the next few months! Click here to see
upcoming events!
Follow CFGIS on Social Media

www.ecfrpc.org

What’s New
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the Central
Florida GIS Community.

Your Historic Florida Fact-Finder

The ECFRPC Route Condition Tool in Underway!

The state of Florida was originally
split into two factions - East Florida
and West Florida. The capitals of
these two geographic bodies of the
United States were St. Augustine
and Pensacola. In 1821, Andrew
Jackson came to Florida in hopes of
unifying
the
two
Floridian
territories. Tallahassee was chosen
as a suitable location for a capital
due to its proximity to both
Pensacola and St. Augustine, and
the city became the official capital
CFGIS User’s Group Meeting - Orlando, FL (May 2nd, 2014)
24 years later when Florida gained
The quarterly CFGIS Users Group Meeting will be taking place on May 2, 2014 at FDOT’s Orlando statehood in March of 1845.
Urban office located at 133 South Semoran Boulevard in Orlando. This meeting provides GIS
professionals from around the region an opportunity
to network and learn, offering exposure to the latest
news, trends and projects around Central Florida
through a variety of guest speakers. This quarter’s
meeting will have topics ranging from GIS in public
health, coding, economic development and more!
Visit www.cfgis.org for the agenda and additional
information in the coming weeks.
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council is currently working with the Florida Department
of Transportation on a comprehensive “Route Condition Tool” to add to the Central Florida Safe
Routes Portal (centralfloridasaferoutes.org). This tool, which will be accessible to transportation
planners, engineers, community planners and decision makers, will
model the overall safety and deficiencies of the roadways within a 2-mile
radius of middle and elementary schools. The model inputs will include a
number of roadway features, including AADT, speed limit, sidewalk
presence and other factors in an effort to support decision making for
school access and bicycle and pedestrian programs and funding.

ECFRPC Emergency Management Team Releases Brevard County Local
Mitigation Strategy with a Revamped GIS Analysis
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council Emergency
Management team recently completed the 2013 revision to the
Brevard County Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS). The data
component was a key asset in the overall development of the plan.
The project team utilized Hazus-MS data for winds, fire risk and
other natural hazards. The 100-year DFIRM data provided by FEMA
was utilized for flood modeling, and historic wind gust and tornado
data from the NOAA were also used to deliver a unified risk
assessment that utilized the same methodology for each
environmental, technical and societal hazard covered in the plan.
This “apples to apples” approach relied heavily on cross-referencing
environmental data sets with the latest parcel and financial
information provided by the County.

Siesta Key Beach is renowned for
having the “finest, whitest beach
sand in the world”. The sand is
comprised of 99% pure crystal quartz,
which, contrary to popular belief,
Have You Seen the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s actually cools the surface of the sand
and makes it easier to walk on than
Online Quick Maps?
other beaches in Florida.
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
has an excellent web site devoted to natural and
This beach has won multiple awards,
ecological systems within Florida. The page allows for
and was named in 2011 as the “Best
data download of files including lake bathymetry, Florida
Beach in the World” by Dr. Beach, the
Panther mortality rates, fish information, nautical charts
world leader in beach rankings.
and more. The screen shot shown on the right depicts
the Lake Butler (Windermere, FL) bathymetric map as
depicted on the site. Make sure to check it out!
If you want GIS news from your organization to be
published in the What’s New session of the CFGIS
Newsletter, send us an email: cfgis@cfgis.org.
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FEATURED MAP

CFGIS Featured Article

Opening Data to the People
By ArcNews Staff
Coming soon to ArcGIS Online is a new capability that will allow organizations to
custom websites to distribute their open data. Organizations with an ArcGIS
subscription will be able to make their authoritative open data easily available to the
Within minutes, organizations will be able to make their existing data in ArcGIS
searchable, downloadable, and displayable on a map.

create
Online
public.
Online

Organizations create and manage a vast amount of data. Many of these organizations, such as
government agencies, desire or are required to share certain data with the public. This data,
when freely available for people to obtain, use, and redistribute, is called open data. Open
data is important for transparency and fostering innovation. Open data is also important for
ensuring data integrity. To be useful, open data has to be discoverable and accessible. The
open scientific data movement is motivated not only to ensure access to research data but
also to minimize the risk of losing data. Open data is also important to other industries, such
as public health, developers, commercial organizations, engineering, and utilities. Open data is
most useful when it is discoverable, accessible, explorable, and collaborative.
People must be able to find the data. Open data made available through ArcGIS Online will be
easily discovered by the public... Read more here

What We’re Reading

GIS Community Mourns Roger Tomlinson
(1933-2014)

Question #1: How many miles of
mainland coastline does the State of
Florida have?
A.) Between 750-1000

By Wendy Nelson (URISA)

B.) Between 1000-1250

Dr. Roger Tomlinson (1933-2014) is generally recognized as the "father of
GIS.” He is the visionary geographer who conceived and developed the
first GIS for use by the Canada Land Inventory in the early 1960s. This
and continuing contributions led the Canadian government to give him its
highest civilian award, the Order of Canada, in 2001. Text for that award
reads, “he pioneered its uses worldwide to collect, manage, and
manipulate geographical data, changing the face of geography as a
discipline.” Tomlinson tells the story of how this came to be. In the early
1960s he was working as a photo interpreter for Spartan Air Services in Canada. They had a
contract to identify the best location for a tree plantation in Kenya. They turned to their
young geographer Tomlinson and asked him to develop a methodology... Read more here

C.) Between 1250-1500

By Matt Gentile (NextGov)
Most people recognize the pervasive impact of geospatial
technology even if they are not familiar with the terms.
Location sensors are prevalent in cars, phones, and even
inhalers. On a daily basis, constellations of satellites
provide updated images of the natural and manmade
events that fill Earth’s surface. Government investments in
geospatial data have become a major boon to our economy
and our lives. The benefits of GPS and Census data are
widely known, but fewer people are aware of the impact of the National Broadband Map, for
example, which is guiding nearly $1 billion in investment to expand access to high-speed
Internet across the country. As the industry matures and evolves, it’s critical for government
to adapt its thinking about the growth of geospatial data and its value… Read more here
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Question #2: What is the state animal of
Florida? Hint: A City in Florida also has a
sports team with this name.
Question #3: Which jurisdiction (town or
city level) has the largest population in
Florida not counting its Metropolitan
Area?
Question #4: What is the name of the
language spoken by Seminole natives
(primarily in Florida and Oklahoma)?
Question #5: True or False: No matter
what location of Florida you are in, you
are never more than 60 miles from the
Ocean.
Question #6: Name the 2009 hurricane
that stayed 1000 miles off of Florida’s
coastline, generating clean 10 to 15 foot
waves in what Florida surfers call the
“swell of the decade”?

Follow CFGIS on Social Media

1. C. 1350 Miles;
2. The Florida Panther;
3. The City of Jacksonville;
4. Creek;
5. True
6. Hurricane Bill

Unlocking the Economic Potential of Geospatial Data

D.) Between 1500-1750

www.ecfrpc.org

What We’re Reading

10 Things You Need to Know About ESRI’s Open Data Initiative
By Aden Shutzberg (Directions Magazine)
1. It’s Young
At the Federal GIS Conference (video, blog post) and in its press release, Esri introduced its Open Data
Initiative, an effort to encourage and enable the creation, publishing, easy access and use of open geospatial
data. The preview revealed some of the upcoming capabilities. What will be included with the first set of
tools and how they will work is still in flux.
2. Organizations are Already Sharing Open Data
Local, state and federal agencies as well as a variety of private and non-profit organizations worldwide
already share open data. They do it in simple ways, such as providing downloadable shapefiles from a static
webpage. They do it in more complex ways by publishing Web services. They do it using Esri and other GIS
tools. The new capabilities that Esri is planning will simplify these sometimes cumbersome manual processes
and perhaps offer better solutions to both open data publishers and open data users.
3. Additions to ArcGIS Online for Organizations
The capabilities announced at the Federal GIS Conference are not a new product, but rather additional
features for ArcGIS Online for Organizations. There are no extra fees or credits required to use these
capabilities, but charges for licensing the ArcGIS Online software and credits for loading, preparing and
hosting the data continue to accrue… Read more here

Where in the
World?
1.

2.

3.

Bring Locations to Life with Esri’s New Geotrigger Service
By ESRI Staff (ArcNews)
When people think of location-based mobile apps, it's often apps like Foursquare or
Yelp, or tools for navigation. Esri's new Geotrigger Service enables you to bring your
location data to life with location-based alerts for the devices in your organization or
user base. The Geotrigger Service includes a set of battery management tools,
meaning you can add persistent location awareness to your apps without the battery
drain.
The Geotrigger Service—now available in beta in ArcGIS for Developers—allows you
to make your iOS and Android apps geoaware, send relevant push notifications
based on your organization or user's location, and collect business intelligence. The
Geotrigger Service is completely cloud based and does not require an ArcGIS for
Server solution… Read more here

25 Places that Look ‘Not Normal’, But Are Actually Real
By Buzzfeed Partner Mini USA (Buzzfeed)
Prepare to have your mind blown. We tip our hats to those who see things
differently… Read more here

4.

5.

6.

7.
Google’s New Web Gallery Helps You Find Public Map Data
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1. Bangkok, Thailand; 2. Quito,
Ecuador; 3. Crimea, Russia; 4.
Pasadena, CA; 5. Monaco; 6.
Talladega, AL; 7. Crater Lakes,
Indonesia

By John Fingas (EnGadget)
A number of organizations offer public map data through Google Maps, but finding it can be tricky -- if you
even know it exists. That may not be an issue now that Google has just launched its Maps Gallery. The web
portal showcases location info from both Google and a slew of its Maps Engine partners, ranging from the
World Bank's internet usage stats to National Geographic's historical overlays. This is really just the start of
the search firm's map discovery efforts, though… Read more here

www.ecfrpc.org

The Next CFGIS Users Group
Meeting is May 2, 2014.

Ask CFGIS
Welcome to the Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This section is
provided to give the Central Florida GIS community an opportunity
to present questions to CFGIS team and get an answer from the
CFGIS staff at the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council.
Remember you can always visit our LinkedIn page or the CFGIS blog
to join or create conversations. Have a question or topic for CFGIS
Click here and contact us.

May 2nd is a big day in history!

537 - The Siege of Rome: King
Vitiges begins his historic siege on
the capital of the Roman Empire.

QUESTION: How can the world of contemporary GIS encounter a
“paradigm shift” to bridge the gap to the future? What are the
“ingredients” that can help to make this happen?
Standardizing GIS Data on the Local and Regional Levels
Often times, organizations on all levels utilize their own ‘data languages’ that are useful for inhouse data usage. However, discrepancies in these languages can limit the effectiveness when
working with data from multiple organizations (for example, two cities and one county) at the
same time. One specific area where ‘data languages’ can be standardized is within attribute
and symbology conventions in an individual layer’s attribute table. When these are
synchronized outside of jurisdictional boundaries, the data is more useful and can provide a
more detailed comparative assessment. Streamlining these languages also eliminates the need
for process steps to synchronize the data and can minimize long term data upkeep costs.
Prioritizing needs from the local level to the regional level is key, and the identification of a
common core will help to filter the prioritization process.

Utilizing GIS as a “Backbone Resource” within Multiple Fields of Science
GIS is an excellent tool and provides users with a skillset that can allow them to thrive in a
number of different industries. Often times, GIS Analysts in the planning field are asked to
perform analyses for emergency management functions, financial and economic development
needs, trend modeling and other areas. One key to taking GIS “to the next level” is to take your
own GIS skill set to the next level by applying its
fundamental principles to a vast array of topics.
Data provides truth to decision makers and the
more diversified your skill set is, the more you will
A paradigm shift is a
understand the tool and its potentially unidentified
fundamental and significant
uses.

Putting The Responsibility On Yourself
One person can make big changes in this world.
Roger Tomlinson taught us that this notion is true,
and the first step toward realizing a paradigm shift
before it occurs is stepping outside of your comfort
zone and making it happen!

1807– U.S. Congress
passes the Act Prohibiting Importation of
Slaves, an act that disallowed slaves to be
entered into the United
States.

1949 James Gallagher completes the
first-ever trip around the world in
a plane in a time of 94 hours

1983– Compact
Discs (CD’s) become available
for the first time in
America.
1998 - Researchers identify a liquid ocean under the icy surface of
Jupiter’s moon, Europa.

change in the standards of a
discipline or group. It often
involves some event regarded as
new and revolutionary!
Paradigm Shift!!!
Upcoming Events

Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:








May 2
May—TBA
May 5-9
May 18-22
May 19-21
Sept 9-11
Sept 15-16

CFGIS Users Group Meeting - Orlando, FL
FLURISA Webinar - How To Avoid Spinning Your Wheels During Mobile App Development
URISA Leadership Academy - Calgary, Alberta
APCO/NENA Training Symposium & Expo - Lake Buena Vista, FL
UCGIS 2014 Symposium, Pasadena, CA
URISA GIS-Pro 52nd Annual Conference - New Orleans, LA
CFGIS Workshop - Orlando, FL

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Sign up for CFGIS Notifications (www.cfgis.org)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group
The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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