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During 2011 the CFGIS team and You, the CFGIS
followers, have done quite a bit!

Florida GIS community.
We published the Regional Atlas
tool as well as the East Central
Florida Demographics website
featuring specialized tools.

CFGIS hosted three Regional
Users Group Meetings enabling
networking, knowledge sharing
and technical hints to improve
workflow for all GIS professionals.
We celebrated GIS day!!

We published three newsletters
sharing the latest and greatest in
GIS. Be sure you’re signed up to
receive all CFGIS news.

We dared to Ignite.

We supported the three main
state GIS conferences by sharing
regional GIS and leadership
content through presentations

In partnership with FDOT D5 and
the UASI program, several new
interactive mapping tools and
other resources have been
published in the CFGIS website
sharing specialized analysis and
data.
We facilitated peers
conversations through the CFGIS LinkedIn groups to
enabling social interaction of the GIS community
about the industry trends and events.
We deployed hundreds of new datasets to a central
location on the CFGIS clearinghouse developed by
the ECFRPC GIS team and shared by the Central

What’s New

We hope that 2012 is filled with
plenty of new opportunities for GIS
professionals to share, learn, grow
together and advance as a solid
group that composes the CFGIS Program.
Thank you central Florida for your participation and
support to the CFGIS program!
Happy 2012 Central Florida!

What We’re Reading

ECFRPC Receives HUD Grant
Free Training from FLURISA
GIS Training Opportunities from CFGIS Workshop
URISA Leadership Academy to be held in the Southest
New Distinctive Web Map

Tech Firms Implements Employee ‘Zero Email’ Policy
INFOGRAPHIC: Can Facebook, Twitter And Linkedin
Really Get You A Job?
Mobile GIS Vehicle Puts Monroe County, NY on the Map
Solutions from the Point Cloud

CFGIS Featured Article

Hiding in Plain Sight - Why Terrorists Can Evade
Detection

The Revolution Will Be Mapped
GIS mapping technology is helping underprivileged
communities get better services

Upcoming Events
Ask CFGIS
“What are some good options and resources for digital
base maps?”
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Several National Conferences are Coming, Click here
to See Upcoming Events
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What’s New
The What’s New Section is designed to keep you up to date on all that's new throughout the Central
Florida GIS Community.

The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council Receives $2.4
Million HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded the East Central Florida
Regional Planning Council a $2.4 million HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant to
develop transit around East Central Florida’s SunRail stations.
The ECFRPC accepts the award on behalf of the East Central Florida
Sustainable Communities Consortium, a partnership of local
governments, private developers, educational institutions, and non-profit
agencies. The Consortium will use the grant funding to prepare for
development around the future station locations for the SunRail
commuter rail system, scheduled to begin operation in 2014.

Free Training from FLURISA
To start the 2012 year off with a bang FLURISA will be offering free
training to its members!!! There will be a great variety of
opportunities coming from FLURISA including online workshops,
webinars, social activities and many more.
A set of free online workshops are currently being developed and will occur in February and March,
but remember you must be a FLURISA member to take advantage of the free training and receive
updates when the training will be available. Go to www.flurisa.org, Membership is currently free!!!

GIS Training Opportunities from CFGIS Workshop
The CENTRAL FLORIDA GIS WORKSHOP is offering two 1 day training classes January 10 & 11, 2012 at
the Lyonia Enviromental Center, Deltona Florida. These will both be hands on classes using Esri
ArcGIS 10.

One of the first examples
of geographic methods
being used for purposes
other than to describe and
theorize
the
physical
properties of the earth
is John Snow's map of
the 1854 Broad Street
cholera outbreak. Though
a physician and a pioneer
ofepidemiology, the map
is probably one of the
earliest
examples
of Health geography.

IMPROVE YOUR GIS SKILLS TRAINING (Class size is limited to 15 students)
Cost: $100
For details, payment options and a draft agenda please check our
website at www.cfgisworkshop.org
FREE METADATA WORKSHOP
Wednesday, January 11, 2012
All you need to do to hold a seat is send an email to registration@cfgisworkshop.org. Include your
Name, Company Name, Phone Number and Email Address. Participation is limited to the first 15
(unless you can bring your own laptop with ArcGIS Desktop 10 + SP1)

URISA Leadership Academy will be held in the Southeast

In the past year, outside of the
Continental United States the
country with the most visits to the
CFGIS blog was Germany and
CFGIS has approximately 700
members

June 11-15 the URISA Leadership Academy will be held in Savannah, GA. The URISA leadership
Academy (ULA) is an entire five day program, the only leadership training program of its type, is
tailored to industry leaders and practitioners faced with unique challenges of GIS leadership and
management and who want to make an impact leveraging the power of GIS. The call for papers will
open in early January. Click here to learn more.

Distinctive Web Map Based on Century-Old Cartographic Tradition
National Geographic and Esri have collaborated to produce this cartographically distinctive basemap
that reflects National Geographic’s cartographic design, typographic style, and map policies.
This basemap provides a visually appealing background for web mapping applications for mobile
users, consumers, and educational purposes, and is also well suited as a general reference map for
many GIS projects.
This National Geographic World Map has been added to the collection of existing ArcGIS Online
basemaps that users can access freely for internal and external use.
Get more details about this map and start using it today.
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Coincidentally, Germany has nearly 700
zoological gardens, wildlife parks,
aquariums, bird parks, animal reserves,
or safari parks, including 414 registered
zoos (more than the U.S.) Berlin’s
Zoologischer Garten is the largest zoo in
the world, both in terms of the number
of species, (1,500) and animal
population (14,000)
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CFGIS Featured Article

The Revolution Will Be
Mapped
By Bob Burtman, Miller-McCune

GIS mapping technology is helping underprivileged
communities get better services — from education
and transportation to health care and law
enforcement — by showing exactly what
discrimination looks like.
To get to the headquarters of theCedar Grove
Institute for Sustainable Communities, visitors have
to navigate a lengthy dirt road past white picket fences, grazing horses and a variety of
outbuildings in various stages of disrepair. Set in a one-room former Primitive Baptist church on
a 43-acre spread in rural Orange County, N.C., the institute holds a collection of old,
ergonomically incorrect wooden desks and metal filing cabinets. The only signs of modernity are
computers atop the desks.

New Year's Day is said to
be the oldest and most
universally celebrated holiday. The
tradition of celebrating New Year's Day is
said to have started by Romans circa 153
BC. Romans celebrated their New Year on
March 1 according to old Roman
Calendar. Even before the Romans,
Mesopotamians are said to have
celebrated new years at the time of the
vernal equinox in
mid-March around
2000 BC. After a
series of changes
in calendar, in
1582,
Pope
Gregory XIII instituted the Gregorian
calendar still in use today, and set
January 1 as New Year's Day.

Institute founders Allan Parnell and Ann Joyner, who live in a modest country house a stone’s
throw from this office, are dressed in their everyday summer attire, T-shirts and shorts. But
when they begin pulling maps off printers, Parnell and Joyner step decidedly out of the last
The Balinese New Year, is
century. “Our daughter tells people we work for the CIA, because what we do is so hard to
called Nyepi, and it falls
describe,” Parnell says, only half-joking.
on Bali's Lunar New Year.
Joyner displays a series of maps showing the Coal Run neighborhood, a handful of streets It is a day of silence,
located just outside the city limits of Zanesville in central Ohio. Click Here to Download and fasting, and meditation: observed from
6 am until 6 am the next morning, Nyepi
Read the Full Report
is a day reserved for self-reflection and as
such, anything that might interfere with
What We’re Reading
that purpose is restricted. No one is
allowed onto the beaches or streets, and
the only airport in Bali remains closed for
Tech Firm Implements
the entire day. The only exceptions
Employee ‘Zero Email’ Policy
granted are for emergency vehicles
You’ve got mail–not. Employees of tech company Atos will be
carrying those with life-threatening
banned from sending emails under the company’s new “zero
conditions and women about to give
email” policy.
birth.
CEO Thierry Breton of the French information technology company said only 10 percent of the
200 messages employees receive per day are useful and 18 percent is spam. That’s why he
hopes the company can eradicate internal emails in 18 months, forcing the company’s 74,000
employees to communicate with each other via instant messaging and a Facebook-style
interface. Read more here

Like most parts of the world,
New Year in Australia is
celebrated on the January 1.
The day is
observed as a
public holiday
INFOGRAPHIC: Can Facebook, Twitter And
in all over the
country. Going
Linkedin Really Get You A Job?
for picnics is a
Roughly 14 million people were unemployed in October, yet the U.S. economy grew at an annual
common way of celebrating the New
rate of 2% over the summer, and overall hiring was weak, according to a Federal Reserve surveyYear’s Day. Since New Year falls in
-Beige Book--released on Wednesday, Nov. 30.
summer in Australia many people, also
The trend of slow to moderate pace of the economy is barely enough to keep the
plan for a vacation to beaches or hills.
unemployment rate, which has been hovering above 9% for the past year or so, from reaching
The celebration generally begins an
double digit.
evening before on December 31, which is
more commonly known as the New
Expert say in order to have a meaningful impact on the employment situation, the economy
Year’s Eve. To ring the New Year people
needs to grow at twice of the current rate. However, the increasing likelihood of a global
recession partly from the raging debt crisis in Europe would certainly pose a serious threat to the gather on the streets and start making
loud noise with car horns, whistles,
already struggling growth and bleak employment outlook. Read more here
trumpets and church bells.
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What We’re Reading

Mobile GIS Vehicle Puts Monroe County,
NY on the Map
By Mike Barton, Government Technology
While Google’s Street View picture-snapping cars are out and about in most
counties in the U.S., in New York state only Monroe County has its own GIS
technology vehicle.

Test your world
geography
knowledge!
Identify the country
that is highlighted

“As far as I know, there is no other vehicle like this in New York state,” said Scott
McCarty, GIS operations manager for the Monroe County GIS Services Division.
Originally an air quality monitoring truck for a company in the county, the 1995 Ford Super-Duty Chassis was
donated in 2006 and first used by Monroe County for “fiber splicing,” McCarty said, referring to a fiber
connectivity program for government services in the 1,366 square mile county, which encompasses the greater
Rochester metro area. Click Here to View Full Story

1.

Solutions from the Point Cloud

By Joshua I. France, and Craig Glennie, Earth Imaging Journal
Our mobile mapping journey began with data acquisition along Interstate
95 in central Florida. We entered the point cloud to align and adjust it to
match our survey control points. With that done, now we can begin the
process of using the data to solve real-world problems.

Solving Design Projects
As detailed in Earth Imaging Journal’s July/August issue, the Interstate 95 data (Figure 1) were collected for a
paving company to use in its bid for a resurfacing contract. The data’s engineering quality allowed a Riegl
customer, DTS/EarthEye, to generate cross-slope information within one day of receiving the exported light
detection and ranging (LiDAR) data.
Because the paving company had actual data tied to road conditions, it had the edge over the competition and
won a contract with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to perform the work. The project also
allowed FDOT to select a better design for current road conditions at a lower cost—a huge benefit to taxpayers.
Click Here to View Full Story

2.
3.

Hiding in Plain Sight - Why Terrorists Can Evade
Detection

Nevertheless, terrorist safe havens provide a comfortable environment that allows them to operate relatively
unfettered and with a considerable amount of liberty. This is due in large part to the cultural conditioning that
non-native Operators are subject to by definition. That is, any SOF Operator pursuing a High-Value-Target (HVT) in
a safe haven is going to have the additional difficulty of natural, cultural bias that must be overcome. Looking over
a crowded bazaar in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in Pakistan, it would be exceedingly difficult
for a non-native person to spot the "anomaly" - that is, the HVT that doesn’t belong. However, if a local resident
who was born and spent their entire life in that community were asked, it would be fairly easy for them to pick out
non-residents of the community, even if to the trained eye of a US SOF operator, the difference would be
imperceptible. Click Here to View Full Story
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4.

5.
Answers:
1.) Guinea
2.) Ecuador
3.) Austria
4.) Kyrgyzstan
5.) Dominican Republic

"They all look the same to me". That's a common way for many
Westerners to characterize foreigners. Whether Japanese, Chinese,
Korean, Indian, Arab - the typical notion from the narrow perspective of
most Westerners is that other nationalities are homogeneous in
composition. Anyone who has travelled beyond the comforts of a cruise
ship soon realizes that other cultures are much more diverse than our
own.
Fortunately, those in the Special Operations Forces (SOF)
community travel regularly to these exotic locations and have the
background and education to appreciate the subtle and nuanced
differences in their respective areas of interest.
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The Next CFGIS Users Group Meeting
is March 2, 2012. March 2 is a big
day in history, did you know that on
March the 2nd…

Ask CFGIS
Welcome to the new Ask CFGIS section of the newsletter. This
section is provided to give the Central Florida GIS community an
opportunity to present questions to CFGIS team and we will do
our best to answer. Remember you can always visit our LinkedIn
page or the CFGIS blog to join or create conversations. Have a
question or topic for CFGIS click here and contact us.

1825 – Roberto
Cofresí, one of the
last successful
Caribbean pirates,

The question this newsletter actually started on LinkedIn. A question was posed about different
base maps that are available for use to illustrate the world. We had a number of great
responses and wanted to pass along some of the information that was shared, a big thank you to
all who contributed. You can always go the CFGIS LinkedIn page to see the original thread or to
ask questions of your own!!! The question is

was defeated in combat and
captured by authorities

1933 – The
film King
Kong opens at
New York's Radio
City Music Hall.

“What are some good options and resources for digital base maps?”
In today’s digital realm information is everywhere and this includes data. As many organizations
continue to develop interactive tools or enter the cloud the need for reliable cartographically
pleasing base maps is increasing. Fortunately, the number of resources has also been
increasing. Now there are several different options to provide base maps to users, here is a
short summary of each along with links to learn more.
ESRI's ArcGIS Online and ArcGIS.com: ArcGIS online allows you directly add datasets and base
layers to your Arcmap project and provides the REST location for interactive tools using
ArcServer. The second option is the use of ArcGIS.com which only requires an internet
connection to create maps that can be shared, viewed, or embedded.

1972 –
The Pioneer
10 space probe
is launched
from Cape

OpenStreet Map uses crowd sourcing to complete a map of the world, these maps can be
embedded or downloaded.

Canaveral, Florida with a mission
to explore the outer planets .

Both Google and Bing base maps are available for use in many different applications and both
include REST endpoints to directly add and embed to applications.

1990 – Nelson
Mandela is elected
deputy President of
the African National
Congress.

The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency also makes available a number of datasets to serve
as base data.
Here you can see is a wide spectrum of different types of
base maps reminding us that variety is a great thing, just
in the few resources we have suggested here we have
represented private companies, crowd sourced maps,
and agencies which are all working to better serve the
community.

The name March comes from
ancient Rome, when March
was the first month of the year
and named Martius after Mars
or Ares, the Greek god of war

And Most
importantly, on
March 2nd, 2012 the
new Dr. Seuss
movie, The Lorax
will be released!

Click here to join the CFGIS LinkedIn group!

Upcoming Events
Be Sure to mark your calendars to take advantage of these upcoming Regional and National events:





March 2
March 12-15
June 11-15
August 6-9

CFGIS Users Group—Orlando, FL
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference—San Antonio, TX
URISA Leadership Academy—Savannah, GA
URISA/NENA Addressing Conference—Memphis, TN

Check the CFGIS website (www.cfgis.org) for more events!
Check our Blog (cfgis.blogspot.com)
Join the CFGIS LinkedIn Group

The ECFRPC and CFGIS Team:
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Keith Smith

Chris Chagdes
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